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THOMAS MAKIN 

One of the early characters of Philadelphia, was 
Thomas Makin, clerk to the Assembly of the Province, 
and tutor of Latin in the Friend's Academy. He was 
also given to writing poems in Latin, two of which he 
dedicated to James Logan, "Encomium Pennsylva- 
niae," in 1728, and "In Laudeo Pennsylvaniae," 1729, 
the latter is printed in Proud 's History of Pennsyl- 
vania, Vol. 11, p. 360. The poem of 1728, he translated 
into English for his friend Israel Pemberton. The 
Pennsylvania Gazette for November 22-29, 1733, gives 
the following account of his death : 

"On Monday evening last Mr. Thomas Makin fell 
off a wharf into the Delaware and before he could be 
taken out again was drowned. He was an ancient 
man and formerly lived very well in this city, teach- 
ing a considerable school, but of late years was re- 
duced to extreme poverty." The following letters 
and the translated poem, will be found in the "Pem- 
berton Papers," Manuscript Division of the Histori- 
cal Society of Pennsylvania. 

Deare master 

Thomas meakin lest through mistake the abuse I 
Eeceived at the schoole being noised abroad should 
be taken to be thee I made bold to write these few 
lines for the clearing of thee thy Instructions were so 
mild and gentle as that I never Eeceived one blow or 
Stripe from thy hand during my stay there tho my 
dullness at times might have given thee occation for 
if I wanted Information with boldnes I cold come to 
thee being always friendly Eeceived but from another, 
I always found Eough answers where I quickly left 
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to trouble him not finding the kindnes as from thee 
& Indeed what he did for me from first to last is to 
be seen in that little Lattin book I write at his first 
coming which I have forgot at schoole behind me if 
thou would be pleased to send it by some of the boat- 
men to be left at Sam" Jenings when thou meets with 
it I shall take it as a kindnes I do say it was not my 
Intent to have let it be known but the anguish of the 
blows and being Inwardly opprest with greife to think 
how I was used with out having the liberty to spake 
one word in my own defence did so change my Coun- 
tenance that my sister presently perceived it who was 
restles untill I had uncovered the occation who rested 
not there but would see & when she saw was also so 
greived that she would shew me to some others tho 
I Indeavored much to diswade her but shee would not 
but did cause me to seen by H : carpenter & Tho : whar- 
tons wife, but conterary to my mind tho he never 
shewed any respect to me as a scholar but still frowned 
upon me the Eeason I know not for I never Intended 
to vex him & therefore never made use of him & thou 
being out of Schoole he took that oppertunity so to 
Thrash me & I observed that he generaly showed his 
disposition more when thou was out of schoole for 
whilest thou was in he seldome went into those ex- 
trames as at other times this is only private to thy 
Self for I desire not to Injure him I would willingly 
have Stayed Longer at the Schoole but my sister hav- 
ing told my father how things were & the tokens of 
his Correction still remaineing upon me tho about five 
weeks since & are still to be seen & so sore as that I 
cannot endure anything to press against it he would 
not heare me tho I desired it but I will forbeare to 
say any more about it Lest I shold too f arr stirr up 
what I wold have at an end but I Love thee & desire 
to be with thee & to spend the rest of my schooling 
under thee, but whether it may be so or no I know not 
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yet I desire it with my love end these Lines who am 
thy scholar 

5 mo. 22, 1698. Israel pemberton 

To Thomas Makin. 

Philad 8 28 th 2 m<> 1699 
Esteemed Fr* 

I am something concern 'd to hear that thou intends 
to place thy Son here to another School having for- 
merly come to o™, tho* thou hast been pleased alreadie 
to clear me from that which I suppose is y 9 chiefest 
motive of thy so doeing; yet I can not but resent it 
as some diminution of my Credit, since thou first com- 
mitted him to my Pedagogie, now to putt him to an- 
other, who I suppose will sett him to learn all Arith- 
metick de novo, so that a considerable time must needs 
be taken up in going over that w ch I suppose he well 
understands alreadie. If thou may think o r School is 
too throng that he may be promoted so well as else- 
where, be assured that I have not Imploy half enough 
for Arithmetick which F: D: P: never undertakes. 
He began to understand y* Eules of Practice (y 8 only 
Eules for business) before he was taken away last 
sumer, w " I would undertake to make him, thoroughly 
capeable of as soon as another : As for thy great Be- 
sentment of F. D. P., I have spoken to him to write 
to thee also, if possible all we can may prevail to re- 
claim thee from thy s a Intentions: w* that it may 
prove successfull is y 8 earnest desire of thy respect- 
full friend & Countryman. 

Tho : Makin 
To Phineas Pemberton. 

A Discbiption of Pennsylvania. 

This Province Pennsylvania takes it's name 
From Wm. Penn Proprietor of y* same. 
A barbarous nation first y 8 land did own, 
Who by degrees more civilized are grown. 
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"Who w* 11 y e English, are confederate, 

Carefull to keep their trust inviolate. 

'Twixt heat & cold y 6 air is temperate; 

Warm Southern winds y 6 cold does mitigate. 

The Northwest wind y" rains & clouds does clear, 

Bringing fair weather & a wholesome air. 

Here we in safety live without annoy; 

Each one his right securely does enjoy. 

"Whilst sad New England hence not very far 

Have greatly suffred by their Indian war. 

This is y* place where many men have found 

Their happy lot cast in a fruitfull ground. 

Here y° well cultivated farmer's field 

A plent'ous cropp does in due season yield. 

W th fishes of all sorts y e rivers are 

Eeplenisht, & y 6 woods w th nimble Deer. 

The trees w tt loads of fruit do seem to groan, 

"Wherew" 1 y 6 limbs are often broken down. 

Of singing birds here's one does far excell 

For various notes th' European Philomel. 

Another smallest bird, of finest plumes, 

Still hovering sucks her food from flow'ry blooms; 

From whence, when once she takes her hasty flight, 

Swift as a fly she's soon gone out of sight. 

In Sumer time, by night as well as day, 

The Sturgeons in y 6 river leap & play, 

And leap so high, the oft fall in a Boat 

By chance y 1 sails with oars, or lyes a float. 

Here's sundry usefull metal lately found, 

And Marble too by Miners in y" ground. 

Here odoriferous herbs & flowers grow 

Usefull to those who do their virtues know. 

But y e chief merchandize y e countrey yields, 

Is y 8 rich product of y* well-tilld fields, 

All sorts of corn, whereof good flow'r & bread, 

And Mault for beer is plentifully made. 

Upon y e countrey 's well deserv'd report 

Many from foreign parts do here resort. 



Thomas Makin. 373 

English, "Welch, Irish, Germans many more 

For sake of this have left their native shore. 

By y 9 laborious toil of many hands 

Great Deserts are become most fruitful lands. 

In winter time y e land & water too 

Lye cover 'd, this w tt ice, & that w th snow. 

The Shipp then lyes without an anchor fast, 

Till warmer weather melt y e ice at last. 

But tho' no Boat w th oars stir from y* shore, 

There's on y 6 ice a frequent passing o're. 

The winter here so long & sharp has been, 

That loaden carts drawn on y" ice I've seen. 

On Delaware does Philadelphia stand, 

And does her stately buildings far extend. 

The Streets laid out directly by a Line, 

And house to house contiguously does joyn. 

The Govern r here keeps his residence, 

One grave in years & long experience. 

Four sacred houses in this city are, 

And one not distant from y 8 city far. 

To this long known & well frequented port 

From sundry places many shipps resort. 

In merchandizing most men are here imploy'd: 

All usefull artists too are occupy 'd. 

The frugal farmer, like y 6 carefull Ant, 

In Sumer 'gainst cold Winter provident, 

His barn, well cover 'd to keep out y e rain 

Fills w th good hay & diverse sorts of grain. 

Neglecting costly cloathes & dainty food, 

His own unbought provisions sweet & good. 

Weary w th labour takes his ease & rest: 

His homespunn cloathing pleasing him y e best. 

that such were my happy lot at last, 

Then all my trouble past would be forgott. 

Honoured Fr d 

Having alreadie sent thee a discription of Pennsyl- 
vania writt in Latin verse, especially for y e use of thy 



374 Thomas Makin. 

Son, now considering thy self may not understand y" 
same, therefore now present thee with y* same in 
English, for w**, being in want, I humbly pray some 
small reward, for w* I shall be thy thankfull fr a . 
5 th m° 10 th 1728. Tho: Makin 

To Israel Pemberton. 



